
 
 
 
Afrikan Warriors - Uses the BCCS as a rehearsal space. Also on the books of 
Premiere Circus. 
 
Amaya    -  A creation from Emmen Donelly who began his circus career 
following 10 months spent training on Circus Arts For Employment course run 
by BCCS in 2012 and is one of the teaching team for BCCS.  Also on the books of 
Premiere Circus. 
 
Barren Carrousel – Anita Woods trained with BCCS full time Advancement 
Course in 1999 and is one of the teaching team for BCCS as well as the Adult 
Circus Coordinator.  Jacob Anderson was a member of Youth Circus from the age 
of 9 and and is now one of the teaching team for BCCS.  They both rehearse 
regularly in the Circus School. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
Belfast Met -  This show is the result of an ongoing Outreach programme run by 
BCCS and funded by BBC Children in Need. 
 
Belfast Youth Circus - When Festival of Fools first started, this was the only 
group from the BCCS Youth Circus programme.  Today it is one of 7 groups. 
 
Cloughjordan Circus Club  -  Founded and run by ex-BCCS Youth Circus 
Director Joanna Williams 
 
Colm O’Grady – was part of a European skills and training exchange programme 
hosted by BCCS in 1998 when he was part of Dublin’s Down To Earth Company. 
Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
Community Circus Lisburn – Originated out of a major cross community circus 
programme run by BCCS.  It is currently coordinated by Helen Ashton who 
trained with BCCS Circus Arts For Employment Course in 2012 and is one of the 
core trainers for BCCS 
 
Dansko Gida -  Paul Currie, creator of Dansko and a myriad of characters with 
Sirkusonfoot, has been teaching and performing with BCCS for the past 15 years. 
Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
Dick Danger – Richard Durnsford taught acrobatics to students on the 
Advancement full time training programme in 1999 
 
Dot Comedy – The creative man behind this company, Richard Stamp, taught 
street theatre and performance to members of BCCS and also as part of the 
Circus Arts For Employment course 
 
 



Fatt Matt - Head of Acrobatic training for the Advancement Course in 1999 and 
again in 2012 for Circus Arts For Employment course, Matt Yates also regularly 
provides opportunities for BCCS graduates to work at the Western Australia 
Circus Festival which he runs every Winter. Also on the books of Premiere 
Circus. 
 
Haggis & Charlie - Haggis McLeod was principle juggling teacher on the full time 
Advancement training course in 1999 and again with the Circus Arts For 
Employment course in 2012 
 
In Your Space Circus -  In Your Space Circus and BCCS are linked with a number 
of training initiatives to promote good practice and advance circus teaching.  This 
has involved 4 trainers from Derry travelling to Belfast to take part in a 15 day 
Training for Trainers in Social Circus course in 2014.  In addition, Company 
Manager Cath McBride worked as fundraiser for BCCS before going on to head up 
In Your Space Circus.  
 
Jim & Dr Nick - Jim Webster spent five years with BCCS in the 80’s & 90’s before 
leaving to start Streetwise Community Circus.  Nick McCaffrey trained with BCCS 
full time Advancement Course in 1999 
 
Lords of Strut - Famous Seamus, otherwise known as Cormac Mohally, trained 
with BCCS on the full time Advancement programme in 1999 before going on to 
perform a solo show prior to teaming up with Sean Tastic. Also on the books of 
Premiere Circus. 
 
Magilligans - Frankie (also known as Paul Quate) first connected with BCCS as a 
teenager when he attended Youth Circus.  He has taught with BCCS since 1995, 
trained on the Advancement Course in 1999 and has been Youth Circus Director 
since 2006.  Bobby (aka Simon Llewellyn) trained with BCCS Advancement 
course and was a member of the teaching team with BCCS until emigrating to 
Finland in 2014. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
Martin Bigpig - trained with BCCS in the 1980’s and cut his teeth performing 
with BCCS before moving to England and establishing a career first as a street 
performer and then as a stand up comedian working around the world. 
 
Morris Men - One half of the Morris Men, Stephen Beggs, has directed a number 
of BCCS shows including Spaced Out, Stranded and Journey to The Land Of 
Giants. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
Mr H - Hillas Smith was part of a European skills and training exchange 
programme hosted by BCCS in 1998 when he was part of Dublin’s Down To 
Earth Company.  Hillas has been teaching with BCCS and using the School’s 
rehearsal space since 2003. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
 
 



That Man - Grant Goldie came to Belfast to teach on the BCCS Advancement 
Training programme in 1999.  Since then he has been a member of the teaching 
team for a number of years and regularly rehearses in the Circus School. He also 
taught on the Circus Arts For Employment  course in 2012. Also on the books of 
Premiere Circus. 
 
  
Salida Circus - Jennifer Dempsey who heads up Salida Circus in Colorado was 
the BCCS Youth Circus Director in 1995.  This summer will see members of BCCS 
Youth Circus travel to Colorado to take part in a circus exchange. 
 
Sharp Dressed Men - Glenn Simpson was a member of the BCCS Youth Circus 
and is now a member of the teaching team.  Logy trained with the BCCS Circus 
Arts For Employment course in 2012. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
 
Streetwise Community Circus Evergreen Show - Streetwise Community Circus 
Jim Webster spent five years with BCCS in the 80’s & 90’s before leaving to start 
Streetwise Community Circus. 
 
Sunday Circus - This group is one of 7 classes held by BCCS as part of its Youth 
Circus programme. 
 
Tennis Dennis - Paul McAtarsney trained with the BCCS Advancement full time 
programme in 1999 and is a member of the teaching team and rehearses in the 
Circus School. Also on the books of Premiere Circus. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


